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0ÒÅÁÍÂÌÅ 
 

Thank you for being you 

Thank you for giving me the value of discipline 

Thank you for giving me a good sense of humor 

Thank you for giving me literary prowess 

Thank you for giving me my talent for painting 

Thank you for giving me power to face fear 

Thank you for giving me imagination 

Thank you for making me adventurous 

Thank you for giving me an ear for music 

Thank you for giving me the essence of movement 

Thank you for giving me a fluency in language 

Thank you for giving me a lust for experience 

Thank you for giving me compassion 

Thank you for letting me see the ups and downs 

Thank you for giving me a love for life 

 

Just something Iôve thought about for years to tell you both for 

you both have given me these traits in your own ways.      

Sometimes people wait too long to say things genuinely openly 

and without regret or fear or anger. And then itôs too late. Iôm 

happy where I am in life even with the hardships and I thank 

you for that too. 

 

LOVE Philia Mamonova 

iii 
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A slice of Herstory: 

Press Clipping  of Tatyana Mamonova and Gloria Steinem 

 to commemorate International Human Rights Day  

In the U.S. 



Praise for Fotoalbum 

Dear Tat, 

 

   Happy Valentineôs Day! I think that you are very lucky in love. I mean,      

coming out of Russia in those days, to Vienna, to Paris, to the States, meeting 

good people who have helped you because of you, your unique character and 

engagement for womenôs causes, being at Harvard, then living in this wild 

and beautiful city of New York, giving lectures to all over the globe and yes,       
having a beautiful child, all of these ingredients and possibilities are signs of 

love, in the broadest sense, of course.  

   I think of that brave Pakistani girl, Malalla, who got shot by extremists       

because she wanted for every girl to have the same chance to go to school. 

She was 14 when she was wounded in her brain. Luckily, the surgery was             

successful. She said, ñI was given a second life and I am so grateful for that. 

Now we established a fund for the education of girls. 

 

With warm greetings for you, a person who has huge capacities and will give  

and receive a lot of love. 

Ulli Kruh, Vienna, Austria 

 
É 

 

 

 
 

iv 

In this issue we commemorate the 35th anniversary of the 

founding of Woman and Earth formerly Woman and 

Russia by including both recent and historical letters. 

Woman and Earthôs mission, led by Tatyana               

Mamonovaôs courage and promotion of justice and 

human rights for women throughout the world remains 

as important in 2015 which is the best hope for global 

peace and harmony. 
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Covering the 4th United Nations Conference on Women 

 

China 
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Dear Ms. Mamonova, 

 

   Just recently I finished reading Women and Russia ð how excited I was to 
learn through the article in the Harvard Gazette that you are now a Fellow at 

the Bunting Institute! I myself worked at the Bunting just last year, in the 

spring, for the Peace Fellow, researching issues on the nuclear arms race and 

the Freeze movement. (I am also a Radcliffe graduate, class of 1981). 

   Part of my interest in the Soviet Union has arisen from my experience there 

last year. In October 1983, my parents and I arrived in the USSR for a visit of 

one month. My father, Dr. Norman Zabusky, is a well-known applied         

mathematician and physicist, and he was invited to visit as a National        

Academy of Science exchange scientist. As it happened, we were expelled 

from the USSR on November 4 (see enclosed article). We have grieved         

deeply since being forced to leave ð for my parents it meant that years of 
contacts after previous visits are finished forever. Of course, I understand full 

well that your own experience with this goes far deeper than our own. 

   I am writing to you now because my father and I would like very much to 

meet with you (he, too, saw the article in the Gazette). My father would like to 

share with you his thoughts on the refusenik and dissident communities. For 

myself, in addition to these topics, I would welcome the opportunity to speak 

about the lives of Soviet women and feminism in Russia. My father will be in 

Cambridge on Wednesday, October 3. We would like to invite you to have 

dinner with us that evening, if at all possible. 

   I understand that you are surely leading a hectic schedule. If this date is not 

convenient for you, I would welcome the opportunity to meet with you myself 

at another time. 
   Finally, let me just say that I found Women and Russia to be beautiful,    

poetic, provocative, disturbing and moving all at once ð I both laughed and 

cried. Thank you for bringing it to us women of the West. 

   I will call you at the Bunting Institute next week to see if you will be able to 

come to dinner with us on October 3. Or, if you have the chance, please call 

me ay my office at Tufts University next week (between 9am and 5pm).    

    I look forward to speaking with you. 

 

Most sincerely, 

Stacia E. Zabusky (historical letter) 

Stacia is now Associate Dean, School of Humanities and Sciences  

at Ithaca College, Ithaca, NY 

 
É 
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A young feminist greets WEôs Tatyana Mamonova 

On the streets of NYC 
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Dear Tat, 

 

 As I was reading your book, Woman and Earth, I came to realize the        
situation of women from which I had been ñunawareò for so many years. 

 For instance, it is common that both husband and wife are working. Yet, 

the wife still tends to the familyôs needs: childrenôs é homework, school 

meetings, kids activities, food, uniform, and even her husbandôs. In some 

cases, women work as helper, nanny or caregiver, while men stay at home; 

some jobless. 

 Why such tolerance? Love? Maybe. But I guess its got more to do with 

culture. Such culture that men are given more privileges than women. Sad, 

but true. 

 But such should not be if women know how to fight for what is right and 

fair. Thereôs always a chance é with the help of organizations such as  

Woman and Earth, and people like you. 

 

Suzette Marfuri 

Philippines 
 

É 
 

To Tatyana Mamonova, 
 

 While I was going through some papers today I came across an article I 

had written in 1980 when you visited Toronto. Then I looked up your name 

and noticed that you had been seeking information and memorabilia for the 

30th anniversary of Woman and Russia. This contribution is very late but I 

decided to send it along anyway. 

 In 1980 I also bought one of your art pieces (as I remember, a drawing of a 

coffee plant with opening eyes), but I was a gift for someone else and to my 

regret I have not seen the piece for many years. 

 It is good to see that you are still active. 

 

Cheers, 

Bart Hawkins, Port Hope, Ontario Canada 
 

 

É 
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Hello Tatyana, 

 

   I read your Wikipedia bio and started the publications you had given me. I 

was in awe on the train. When I met you I had not understood the magnitude 

of your work. While reading the letters from women all over the world to you, 
I actually got goosebumps and started tearing up. 

   Iôve taken some classes where I have studied the dissident movement in  

Russia but I never met someone who was directly involved in the movement. I 

am still in awe of the fact that we have met and that you were so supportive 

and open with me. Reading about your life and work has been very inspiring. 

Iôm looking forward to heading to your exhibition to see the paintings. 

 

Kat Nikiforova 
É 

 

Tatyana, 

 

   Thank you so much for your interest in my writing. Happy to meet you. 

Hope weôll be friends. I admire you Tat. You are so talented, so colorfully           

intellectual and feminine. Just charming. Love the poetry and drawings in your 

publications. 

 

Hugs, 

Jelena Thompson, Toronto, Ontario, Canada, Sosua, Dominican Republic 

 

   ʉʦʯʝʪʘʥʠʝ ʩʪʠʭʦʚ ʠ ʈʠʩʫʥʢʦʚ ʚʦʩʭʠʪʠʪʝʣʥʦ ʛʨʘʮʠʦʟʥʦ. ɻʘʨʤʦʥʠʷ 

ɺʘʰʝʛʦ ʪʚʦʨʯʝʩʢʦʛʦ ʩʦʶʟʘ ʧʦʠʩʪʠʥʝ ʨʦʞʜʘʝʪ ʥʘʜʝʞʫ ʠ ʫʚʝʨʝʥʥʦʩʪʴ ʚ 

ʩʪʘʙʠʣʠʟʘʮʠʠ ʥʘʰʝʡ ʧʣʘʥʝʪʳ.  

ʉʧʘʩʠʙʦ ʚʘʤ, 

ʈʝʙʷʪʘ! 

ɽʣʝʥʘ ʊʦʤʩʦʥ 

 

É 
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A slice of Herstory: 

PA Press Clipping  of Tatyana Mamonova  

and Chandra Niles Folsom 

During U.S. Lecture Tour 
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É 

Dear Tatyana, 

   Hello! I was very happy to hear from you. Please forgive me for not        

sending you photos earlier. I often tend to be a bit shy about showing my 

work to  people, particularly those who are the subject of my portraits. 
   I was very pleased with the photo that was published in the Gazette. It was 

about the only one on the whole roll that I liked a lot, except the one of you in 

your International Sisterhood t-shirt. I felt good about the way in which you 

are surrounded by women, which is much the way you have shaped your life. 

I hop you like it, too. 

   I enclose a copy of the Gazette photo, one of you in your t-shirt, and one of 

you with Rochelle. If you need extra copies of these, I can print them up        

easily. I just need about a weekôs notice.  

   I am doing a small amount of free-lancing these days. If you would like me 

to take pictures of you at any upcoming events at Radcliffe, or for any reason 

for that matter, please give me a call. I would enjoy it. Itôs best for me if we 
can work out a way for me to get paid, since I have to pay for paper,          

chemicals, darkroom rental, etc. And of course, my labor, which is the most 

valuable of all (the women need to keep telling ourselves this!!! 

   I really enjoyed your talk at New Words. I felt so energized by it ð I rode 

home on my bike singing and feeling so good. I want to say thank you for the 

sacrifices you have made in order to do what you feel is right, and the cour-

age you have shown. It gives me courage. 

   I hope your work at Radcliffe is going well. It is always difficult at first inn 

a new country; though I suppose you are accustomed to this since you have   

traveled a lot. My support is with you. 

 

Yours in sisterhood, 

Wheatley Kennedy, Arlington, MA (historical letter) 

 
É 
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WE Tour Stop  

 

Outskirts of St. Petersburg, Russia 


